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Summary

“Mumawatari-bridge” and “Umawatari-bridge”

—— from a Viewpoint of the Historical Geography——

Terutada Higashi

There is a bridge name called ‘Muma’ in Toyohira Town, Hiroshima, which
motivated me to look into the spread of the metropolitan culture to local areas.
It is interesting to note that names of both ‘Muma’ and ‘Uma’ coexist in the
same regions.

Therefore, it is my assumption that in the medieval period horses in eastern
J apén were introduced with great force to western Japan which was growing as
a cow-centered livestock area along with the development of its regional
economy, and that ‘Muma’ was affectd by ‘u’ of ushi (means cow in Japanese),
thus assimilating to ‘Uma’. On the other hand, this seems quite natural, be-
cause the spoken language of ‘u’ etc. was more prevalent than the written
language of ‘mu’ etc. in the premodern society.

However, more extensive research is necessary to further analyze ‘Muma’

and ‘Uma’ in the regions concerned.
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