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Summary

Establishment of Subjecthood and Social Studies

Shoji Sasao

In this paper [ took a look at an aspect of social studies being taught at junior
high schools in Japan and investigated how much social studies function in
order to establish teenagers’ subjecthood.

It has been said that the subject matter of social studies at junior high schools
in Japan is to have students attain an ability to set up for themselves as mem-
bers of society. The thing which is emphasized now in the course, however,
is only to learn historical or social events.

In the first half of this essay, the present and real conditions of social studies
education at junior high schools in Japan are described in detail and in the
second half I discuss how much the government guidelines for teaching for
social studies affect course contents.

I can not avoid the conclusion that importance of social studies as a part of
compulsory education should be reminded by those who are involved in social
studies and reproduction of a new and really beneﬁcial curriculum should be

started quickly.
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