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Summary

The Oribe-style stone Lantorn
— Christian Stone Lanterns did not actually exsit ——

Shin Matsumoto

The Oribe-style stone lantern used in a garden for tea ceremony has its
origin in the time around 1600. On the remains of those lanterns is engraved
the year 1615. Their formative characteristics are found at the three parts of
stone poles.

First, the top part of stone poles, projecting right and left, has a shape T
(Egjfptian Cross), and a shape T (Latin Cross). There’s a theory from this
that it’s the symbol of the Holy Cross. However, I think this theory is
wrong. The design T is not limited to the Holy Cross.

Second, in the center of the shape + are engraved hieroglyphic
characters. There’s another theory from this that these characters mean IHS
(Jesus; lesus Homium Salvator), or IHP. This theory is also wrong. Ithink
it's the ideogram of the old form of a Chinese character Tatsu. Tatsu means
the year of the birth of Furuta Oribe (1544-1615). Tatsu is one in Eto (or,
Chinese sexagenary cycle), and the character means the North Star. It also
has its original meaning of “being the best season for crops in fine spring
weather.”

Third, at the base of the stone pole is a figure in relief. There’s a theory
from this that this is an image of Jesus Christ or of a missionary. I think this
is wrong, too. [ think it's an image of a bonze (or, priest) style of the master

of tea ceremony and its variation.
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The theory of those Christian lanterns started about the same time as the
study of the Christian remains in 1920. This theory that it’s the object of
worship for the secret Christians is something like fiction based on a lot of
hypotheses and nonsensical fancies.

In conclusion, stone lanterns as the object of worship for the secret Chris-

tians did not actually exist.
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