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Summary

On the Ambiguity in the Culture of the Japanese Language
Katunori MATUDA

The author doesn’t say that the Japanese language itself is ambiguous, but
he finds ambiguity in the use or culture of the language. That ambiguity lies
in the weak tendency to clarify the meaning postulates of words used. The
notion ‘meaning postulate’ is taken from Carnap’s philosophy of language in
order to refer to the meaning of a word that language users agree on
intersubjectively.

The author mentions two factors that are supposed to bring about the ambi-
guity in the culture of the Japanese language. The firstis the weakness of the
epistemological concern: “Is the truth of a given sentence a matter of language
or a matter of experience?” This kind of concern would motivate language
users to clarify the meaning postulates of the words in a sentence in
question. The second factor has to do with words made up in the Meiji era in
order to translate European notions into Japanese. Because those words are
made of Chinese characters, language users are naturally led to a dilemma as
to interpret them according to corresponding European words or according to
Chinese characters constituting the words. By suggesting briefly how to

cope with the ambiguity, the author concludes the paper.
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