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The green paper on schooling for 14 to 19-year-olds, expected on Tues-
day, is thought to give 14 to 16-year-olds the option of dropping core

subjects in favour of more vocational studies.
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Under plans already announced, new vocational GCSEs™ in art and

design, business, engineering, health and social care, information and
communication technology, leisure and tourism and manufacturing and
science will become available as options in September.
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The Hong Kong government has postponed its benchmark tests for

 English teachers after a six-month campaign by teachers, who branded
them “insulting”. The government had proposed that 14,000 English
language teachers would have to meet minimum language standards by
2005, but the tests, which were to have begun this month, have been
postponed till March, and new teachers will be given two years to reach
the standard. (Max de Lotbiniére, 2000)

More than 60% of Hong Kong’s English-language teachers failed a writing
test for proficiency in the subject, the government announced this month.
Of the 387 teachers who took the writing test, only 33% attained the level
required, a statement said. The test, which was not compulsory, had
been criticised by many Hong Kong teachers as demeahing. The gov-
“ernment had earlier assured teachérs that they would not lose their jobs if -
they failed, but that they would be assigned to other subjects or be
allowed to take a training course. (Max de Lotbiniére, 2001)
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