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Summary

‘Practice of Categorization’ out of Good Faith

Nobutaka Oba

Hakai, which was writen by Toson Shimazaki in 1906, is a story about
‘identity-problem’ of a young teacher Ushimatsu Segawa. Ushimatsu is
Burakumin, a descendant of ex-discriminated class in Edo era. He was
strictly warned to conceal his origin as Burakumin by his father, but he suf-
fers a lot whether he should obey his father’s instruction or not and betrays
his origin at last. When Hakai is read, most readers tend to focus on Ushi-
matsu’s confession and his consequent plan to go to the United States.

Ushimatsu has a closed friend named Ginnnosuke Tuchiya. Ginnosuke
cares about Ushimatsu and keeps being his closed friend even after his con-
fession. He is a person of good intentions and friendship. He may be
one of the characters whom modern readers can sympathize with most in
the novel. However, when we read the story in terms of the relationship
of discriminate-discriminated, we can notice another possible interpretation
of the story.

When his colleagues pry about the origin of Ushimatsu, Ginnosuke
resent them and says “Mr. Segawa is my best friend. He cannot be Bura-
kumin. I can tell who is Burakumin. He is so smart and clever whereas
they, Burakumin, vulgar and stupid”. This dichotomy of ‘We/They’ is very
familiar to us in modern Japan. Ginnosuke may do it for Ushimatsu from
good faith. But he, together with his colleagues, categorizes Ushimatsu as

well as Burakumin as Other Being and exclude them from his ‘our’ society.
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It is easy for us to notice and say something against discrimination
caused by malice but we also need to pay attention to mechanism of catego-
rization or exclusion process done by someone good intentions. Hakai

shows them to us very clearly.



