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Summary

The Construction of Discourses on OTAKU: The History of
Subcultures from 1983 to 2005

MIHO AIDA

By analyzing the transformation of discourses on OTAKU, this article
explores the process where OTAKU culture has been accepted as a subcul-
ture in the contemporary Japanese society. The process is divided into
four stages as follows.

The first stage (1983) is where OTAKU category began to appear as “peo-
ple or phenomenon” which means more than the conventional terms
‘mania’ and ‘freak’. At this stage OTAKU was just a category shared by
few limited people.

At the second stage, the term OTAKU was widely diffused and recog-
nized in the society. This was triggered by the serial murders of girls in
1989. During this stage a lot of culture critics came to make discourses on
OTAKU and develop them into “OTAKU critique.” OTAKU critics tend to
link the cultures and behaviors inherited in a person or group categorized
as OTAKU with a specific personality or character.

At the third stage, OTAKU discourse focused on the typical consump-
tion behaviors found in the person or group categorized as OTAKU and it
came to be discussed that the consumption behavior specific to OTAKU
people may not be different from the one among people in general.

The forth stage, that is to date, is where the discourse deals with OTAKU

culture as a whole. Currently OTAKU culture is argued as one which rep-
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resents subculture in the contemporary Japan. Here it is from the people
or groups labeled OTAKU that cutting-edge creators of trend culture are

born.



