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Summary

Human Rights Education in the Periods for Integrated Study

Shoji SASAO, Nobutaka OBA

This paper is based on our joint research with high school teachers
which started in 2002 to create more effective educational programs for
human rights in “The Periods for Integrated Study”. We have been dis-
cussing our need to formulate those programs for high school students, par-
ticularly in the periods for integrated study because those may be not only
for raising awareness of human rights but for creating lively atmosphere in
the periods.

Since 1980s, it has been said that human rights education (Dohwa
education) becomes stereotyped and, ironically, sometimes makes students
lose their interest in human rights issues and even makes them feel that
they should keep their distance from those matters. “The New Courses of
Study” were introduced in 2002 as well as the comprehensive five-day
school week system. The new courses of study, which commenced the
periods for integrated study, were drawn up to train academic basics and
problem solving skills, and to develop the qualities and abilities necessary
to learn, think and act on one’s own. Each school was allowed to take an
initiative to make up its own programs for the periods for integrated study.
It must be a golden and very important opportunity for teachers, because
they can attempt various activities, such as role-playing, debate or field-
work, for effective human rights education in the ‘periods for integrated

study’.
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