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Summary

“Collaboration” in the Hands-on Human Rights Learning

Nobutaka OBA

The hands-on learning activities are assumed as one of the effective
programs in “The Periods for Integrated Study”, particularly when it is
applied for human rights education. The activities started in 1990's but now
we need to create more effective learning programs in which students can
actually think about discrimination and human rights as their own problem
and can make them feel that they can do something to protect human
rights. Those new programs require us to abandon the learning style in
which students repeat a general motto from the beginning to the end in the
inflexible teacher-students relation: “Discrimination is bad”. The hands-on
learning activities | am suggesting have to be designed to arouse students’
interest and deepen their involvement in the matter.

Students are invited to be involved in or experience human rights prob-
lems through role-playing activities, and finally to reflect on each other
what they did. This paper aims to discuss educational meanings of this
process which is repeated in the hands-on activities. The “Joint Reflection”
does not mean to repeat the same word for the same result. It should be
a collaborate work based on sympathy or repulsion, while seeking a hew
stage.

When students do human rights learning, they are expected not to rely
on stereotyped words but to discuss what is discrimination after class activi-
ties and work together to construct their own story to conquer

discrimination.



