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Summary

A Polish Writer, Zofia Nalkowska, writes about the Concentration

Camp in Auschwitz

Urszula Styczek

Auschwitz, a symbol of human deterioration, humiliation and evil, has
been amply described in various ways by world historians, documentarists,
former camp prisoners, etc.. However, my interest in this topic is concen-
trated on a representative of one more group, i.e., fiction writers. This
paper discusses how the image of Auschwitz was presented by one of the
most famous Polish pre-war writers, Zofia Nalkowska (1884-1954), in her
compilation of short stories, “Medallions” (“Medaliony”, 1946). During my
studies of the Polish literature on the concentration camp in Auschwitz, |
divided the writers into two groups, those who had experienced the camp,
luckily survived and then shared their tragedies with us; and those who
never knew life in the camp, but through interviewing witnesses, and check-
ing the evidences of the tragedy, wrote novels and shorts stories based on
them. Zofia Nalkowska belongs to the second group. As an experienced
author, she talked to those who survived Auschwitz. Each of her eight
“Medallions” describes a different approach to Auschwitz: for example, the
fate of a Jewish woman who ran away from a transport to Auschwitz, or the
fate of those who fought in Warsaw Ghetto, or an account of a young man
who was luckily transported from Auschwitz into Germany. Finally, the
last story tells about the cruel fate of the children forcibly deported to
Auschwitz. Each of the stories is like a medallion, engraved in a grave-
stone to be always remembered.
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