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Summary

An analysis of overcoming “differences among cultures”

in intercultural exchanges and/or contacts

Keiji NISHIMOTO

In various cases, “differences among culutures” seem to be obstacles to
interculutural exchanges. And it is also difficult to explain systematically
methodes to overcome those obstacles.

In this paper, I propose two conditions required for actualizing an intercu-
lutural exchang.

One is that, we need to mutually consider other persons as “well-mean-
ing people”. We tend to criticize their characters, when confrontations,



PR o BSCAL A

disagreements and misunderstandings happen between us and them. In
these cases, to regad them as well-meaning people is instrumental in
preventing us from criticizing them.

The second condition is to keep an intention or a will to maintain a
friendly exchange. Confrontations and misunderstandings in an exchange
are inclined to become causes to make it impossible to maintain an
exchange itself.

So we need not to lose an initial purpose which is to make a friendly
relationship. And to keep this intention makes us patiant in an exchange.

Paying attention to observing these two conditions, we can cultivate a
better understanding between us and people with cultural differences.

In addition, I propose another inevitable point, that is, the necessity of
understanding those people who have already adapted to our society.

They have interest in maintaining both their original cultur and daily
interactions with others. They have developed two patterns of behavior.

So, we have to think that we also need to develope two patterns of behav-
ior in keeping with our intention, our will, to interact with them and main-

tain a friendly exchange.



