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Summary

Different Roles of Public Institutions of Adult Education and Institu-
tions of Higher Education in Lifelong Learning Society

Nobutaka OBA, Toru OKAMOTO, Shoji SASAO,
Izumi MORIKAWA and Ayumi YAMAKAWA

The present study investigated different roles of public institutions of adult
education (Kominkan) and institutions of higher education. A questionnaire
was conducted to 775 adult users of 64 Kominkan in Hiroshima City and 775
adult non-users. The following findings were obtained: (1) as for public insti-
tutions of adult education, more women used Kominkan than men, more eld-
erly than non-elderly people, and more unemployed than employed people. In
addition, there was a strong tendency that they wanted to get involved in group
activities or seek companionship. (2) as for institutions of higher education,
elderly or unemployed people called preferred short-term learning opportuni-
ties such as extended courses; on the other hand, younger or employed people
preferred continuous learning opportunities such as studying full-time or
part-time at a university. (3) both types of institution will need to meet the
expectations of culture/literacy-oriented adult users, and develop cooperative

relationship with each other.
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