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Summary

Disasters in Bangladesh observed by an NGO worker:
Narrative of Saiful (Part 1)

TAKADA Mineo

This essay is a self-narrative of an NGO worker who has worked for emergency relief

activities in the occasions of many disasters in Bangladesh.

1. Aims of this essay

Bangladesh is famous for its disaster prone environment and there are many types of
natural disaster happening in Bangladesh, i.e. flood, cyclone, tornado, drought etc. Following
this, there are so many studies related to disasters, but, curious enough, there is almost no
study which focuses on the narratives of disaster relief workers. This study focuses on the
self-narratives of an NGO worker who has been working for emergency relief works for long.
In this sense, this is a kind of disaster study as well as a case study of oral history. At the
same time, in the sense of the narrative on the disaster relief activities conducted by NGOs,
this study has an aspect of NGO studies as well.

The interview for this study has started in 2004 and has been continuing even now. This
is a summary report for the more detailed one planning to publish in the near future. The
interview conducted by the author himself in Bangla language (Bengali) and we, the author
and the NGO worker whose name is Saiful, has discussed on the details of his narrative for

several times. In this sense, this is a collaborative work of us two.

2. On the narrator, Saiful

In this section, the self-narrative of Saiful on his life history from his birth to the present
days has shown. He was born in Rajshahi division, North-west Bangladesh. He has grown up
in this region till his collage days, then had moved to Chittagong, South-east of Bangladesh for
the purpose to study in the university. After graduation in 1985, he had entered to the NGO
circles and experienced works for several NGOs, including BRAC, “Save the Children, Bang-

ladesh”, etc. He is now working for Shaplaneer, a Japanese NGO. He has experiences of
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works in the Chor regions, sedimentation of sand and silt in the big rivers as well as in the
river banks. He also has experience in the fields of mother-child health care program, of

health advocacy, of primary health care, of street children problems etc.

3. On the Relief Works

In this section, self-narrative of Saiful on the emergency relief works in the cases of big
disasters has shown. At first, the relief activity in the cases of deluge in 1987 and of deluge in
1988 has told. He told many difficulties related to the relief activities and gave evidences on
the behaviors of the farmers in the time of disasters. He also told some dangerous experi-
ences he faced.

(To be continued)



