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Abstract

The Formation and Amplification of ANIME Boom:
A Case Study of the News Paper’s Articles on ANIME

YAMASATO Yuichi

ANIME has been recognized as one of the typical Japanese cultures. And the discourses
with pride and expectation for pop culture including ANIME, MANGA and games are prevail-
ing in many places such as media. As the 21st Century begins, the government tries to
develop the policies promoting pop culture, and its good example is ANIME.

It is thought that as the background exists the discourse from news paper articles that
ANIME is not only an economic activity of companies but also has a power as cultural
phenomenon. In addition to the two periods of ANIME Boom, one was from the late 1970s to
the early 1980s and the other was from the 1995 to the present, the words “Japanimation” and
“Japan Cool” and a sort of expectation projected to them formed the atmosphere where the
people could feel ANIME is special. Gradually this tendency got to be visible.

Although at the first ANIME Boom ANIME was overlooked as “childish items”, it came to
be recognized as “ANIME for adults” at the Second ANIME Boom after frequent reports on
ANIME appeared in the news papers. This means that the ANIME is dealt with as one of the
mainstream cultures. Furthermore, it can be pointed out that “regular ANIME” as well as
“artistic ANIME” has been widely accepted in the world and comes to have much economic
influence.

The scheme that ANIME is cultural and market-economy potentials is pointed out and
evaluated by the researchers overseas as well as from Japan. Under the name of “Japan
Cool”, Japanese “cultural power” has been interpreted as more effective and much expected

not only in the pop culture including ANIME but also in many other fields.



