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SUMMARY

On the Significance and Problems of the Substantial Knowledge
in Teacher Training Curriculum

— in the Case of Social Studies in Elementary School Education ——

Shin’ichi SOHMA

The purpose of this paper is, especially concerning the field of social studies in elemen-
tary school education, to consider the significance and problems of ‘substantial knowledge’ in
the teacher training curriculum in the Japanese universities.

Recently, to cope with various education problems, teacher education curriculum has
been reformed. This paper points out two problems; the excessive emphasis on psychological
knowledge and methodological knowledge in the curriculum. As a result, it is difficult to mas-
ter substantial knowledge of the discipline. Without mastering substantial knowledge, meth-
odological knowledge can not be applied. To develop teaching materials, too, it is absolutely
necessary to acquire wide and deep knowledge of the discipline.

However, it is not easy to master substantial knowledge within the limited credits in
university curriculum. It is also hard to present the substantial knowledge in the systematic
form in the constant change of contemporary society and discipline. Therefore, it is required
that, in the university education level, basic knowledge of the various fields are offered and the
faculty of continuous learning in the lifelong span is trained. This paper pays attention to
‘significance’ to learn various topics and organizes a tentative plan for the subject ‘Introductory
Study of Social Studies’.



