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Summary

On the Ethnic-media of Bangladeshis Living in Japan:
A case of “Parabas” (Porobash)

TAKADA Mineo

Migrant communities which hold a significant number of population in a host society
tend to set up a variety of media for the end of mutual communication, or for the other pur-
poses. Such a media is generally called as “ethnic media”. This essay focuses on “Parabas”
(or Porobash), a Bangla ethnic magazine of Bangladeshis living in Japan, and examines its role
and meaning for their community.

Rapid increase of the foreign workers, irrespective of legal or non-legal, was observed
since late 1980s in Japan because of the economic boom and of the acute shortage of the work
force. Reflecting this condition, there appeared a new trend of studies which dealing with the
foreign migrants and their ethnic media in Japan [Machimura 1993, 1994, Isi 2002, Shiramizu
ed. 1996, Shiramizu 1998, 2004, Tamura 2008]. We must pay attention to another study which
dealt with so-called “local media” in this connection [Tamura and Shiramizu 2007]. These
studies are remarkable as its new perspective on migrant study, though, these are focusing
mainly on the macro level or on the ethnic media on the collective level. In contrast to these,
this study will focus on a case of ethnic media of Bangladeshis living in Japan and will try to
reveal its character and to find out how far this media reflects some aspects of the conscious-
ness of their community as a whole.

At first, this study starts with analyzing a volume of “Parabas” (Porobash), a Bangla ethnic
magazine published by Bangladeshis living in Japan, and tries to see the details of it, from the
front cover to the back. And then, the author examines the character of this magazine firstly
on its news and articles, secondly on its advertisements, thirdly from the point of view as

“ethnic magazine”, and lastly as “free paper”.



