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Summary

City Life Narrated by a Man in Chittagong, Bangladesh

—An interview study ——
TAKADA Mineo

Chittagong is a port city situated in south-eastern Bangladesh and has a second largest
population following capital city, Dhaka. The story presented here is told by a man whom the
author met in this city. The intention of this article is as follows, i.e. what is a city-dwelling
man thinking about, what is the meaning of city life for a man, etc. This is a result of coopera-
tive work of us two, the author and the man.

The focus of this paper is “an individual person”, not a city-dwellers as a whole, and the
method adopted here is a kind of “oral history”. Some scholars pointed out that there is a few
oral history studies in South Asia, and this is especially so in Bangladesh. In this sense, this
paper is an experimental example of the studies.

The story presented here is an almost direct translation from the original recordings took
by the author and the interviews were conducted from 2006 to 2009. Moreover, to help to
understand the details for readers, some excerptions from the field notes were added. The
author met the man, his nickname is Khokon, in Chittagong accidentally, but, he was an excep-
tionally good story teller of his own life and of his thinking about the city. Considering on
this point, the author selected him as a narrator on the city. This paper would provide a good
material for analysis of the future oral studies in Bangladesh. The interview was conducted
by the author in the Commila dialect of Bangla language (Bengai).

The main text of this paper is consisted of the translation of his story almost same as he
told. Therefore, it would be difficult to summarize it. Instead, some of the translation of the

stories is presented here to help readers to feel about the atmosphere of his narrative.

“Ah, I like city. Like it very much. Much better than own home in the village. 1
became to feel like that (when I has been) living in city. (I) feel like uneasy returning to
home. Why I like city?, ah..., this may be able to say so for all of Bangladesh (that), ...

(there is) few malice (kinsa) or such like that (in the city). This is the simple reason.
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Looking around, so (you can find) no brother, no (old) friend. But, I got so many good
things from them (=the men around me). So, I like (the city).”
Aug. 9% 2006

“After 20, 30 years, (if I would encounter with some acquaintances,) they do not rec-
ognize me. (As my) face had changed. Doing hard labor, (my) face changed
(tremendously). To keep body in good condition, (we must) eat properly. But, we can-
not (eat like that). Doing hard labor, (we) must eat sufficiently. (But,) although we are
doing hard labor, we at best eat in the (poor) road-side (shop) or drink tea in (small) tea
stall. As a result, (my) face had changed (completely) at last, only within 10 years or so.”

Aug. 18", 2007

“When (I) run away home at first, I got some money from my father. I said like this,
‘Hey Dad, give me some money. I have something to do’. I got 20 Takas (from him).
At that time, (bus fair was) 9.5 Takas to Dhaka. I remember it clearly even now. Of
course, I never mentioned (that I was) intended to go to Dhaka. If I said so, he would
never give me the money. I run away home like that. (At that time,) my mother had
dead, (and) my father had married with the other woman. The woman was a good per-
son and treated me not so bad, though, I did not like it (his second marriage, or the step
mother?)”

Aug. 14™ 2008



